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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces provided at the top of this 
page.
You must complete the tasks in the spaces provided. 
Do not write outside the boxed area on each page or on blank pages. 
Complete in black ink only. Do not write with a gel pen.
Complete four tasks: one task in Section A and the three tasks in Section B.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The total mark for this paper is 150.
Section A (Writing) One task marked out of 88 marks. Spend 55 minutes on this section.
Section B (Reading) Three tasks marked out of 62 marks. Spend 50 minutes on this section.
This paper contains an insert for use with Task 2.
Pay attention to the suggested timings shown at the beginning of each task; these will 
enable you to complete all the tasks within the time limit.
Figures in brackets printed at the end of each task indicate the marks available.
Examiners can only credit what they can read. Keep your work legible.
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Section A: Personal or Creative Writing

Task 1: Spend 55 minutes on your response. Mark Allocation: 88 marks

Up to 58 marks are available for an organised piece of personal or creative writing that 
matches form with purpose to engage the specified audience.

Up to 30 marks are available for the use of a range of sentence structures and 
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Complete only one task.

	 Either

	 (a)	 Personal writing: Write an essay for the examiner about the best advice 
you have ever been given.

	 Or

	 (b)	 Creative writing: Write an essay for a creative writing competition.  
The audience is young people. Base your essay on the picture below.  
You may provide your own title.
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You are advised to spend:

	 •	 15 minutes thinking and planning your response
	 •	 30 minutes writing the response
	 •	 10 minutes checking your writing

Planning Space:
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EITHER

	 (a)	 Personal writing: Write an essay for the examiner about the best advice 
you have ever been given.
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OR

	 (b)	 Creative writing: Write an essay for a creative writing competition.  
The audience is young people. Base your essay on the picture on page 2. 
You may provide your own title.
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Section B: Reading Literary and Non-Fiction Texts

Three tasks: 50 minutes. Mark allocation: 62 marks

Reading Literary Texts

Task 2: Spend 26 minutes reading both texts (see insert) and responding to this task. 
Total for this task 32 marks.

Compare and contrast how the writers have created a tense atmosphere. 
Present supporting evidence from both texts.
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Reading Non-Fiction

Tasks 3 and 4 are based on two extracts from a newspaper article: 

“SAVE OUR YOUNG FROM SINKING IN FAST-FOOD SWAMPS.”

Task 3: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total for this task 15 marks.

The text below is the beginning of the article. 

Explain how the writer has gained and held the interest of the reader.

Removed due to Copyright reasons

Adapted from an article in The Daily Mail by Sarah Vine
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Task 4: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total for this task 15 marks.

The text below is the final paragraphs from the same article. 

Explain how the writer has developed her negative view of unhealthy food.

Removed due to Copyright reasons

Adapted from an article in The Daily Mail by Sarah Vine
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